Partner Reading

Description:

Partner Reading (PR) is a very effective, time-efficient way to use peer relations to improve reading strategies.  Because teachers have limited time to teach reading, it is critical that they use the time available as efficiently as possible.  PR can be used to increase reading fluency.  It is based on the notion that students who struggle with fluency benefit from repeated reading of passages and hearing fluent reading models.

Goal:


This intervention has been shown to work to increase reading fluency (Fuchs, Fuchs, Mathes, & Simmons, 1997; Greenwood, Terry, Delquadri, Elliott, & Arreaga-Mayer, 1995; Utley, Mortweet, & Greenwood, 1997); however, the authors attempt to expand this intervention to improving reading comprehension as well.  Results of this study revealed similar results in the improvement of reading fluency; however, there was no support for improvement in reading comprehension.

Materials:


Reading materials from regular curriculum should be used (should use those materials from the curriculum of the partner with the lowest reading ability).

Preparation:


Teacher should assess reading level of partners in advance (can be done through curriculum-based assessment, norm-referenced assessment, or other measures deemed suitable for the task).

Steps in Implementing this Intervention: 

1. Teacher rank orders their students in terms of reading ability. 

2. Divide the list in half: List A and List B (List A will be composed of the more fluent reading and list B the weaker readers)

3. Partner 1 reads the text first for 3 minutes, modeling fluent reading.

4. Partner 2 subsequently reads the same passage following partner 1 (while one student reads the other student provides feedback, using word correction procedures to help partner decode words; generally the stronger reader will provide feedback to the weaker reading but it can occur in the reverse order).

5. Next, a 1minute timing is conducted with partner 1 reading first but this time graphing the number of words he/she read in 1 minute.

6. Partner 2 then reads the passage and charts how many words he/she reads in 1 minute.

7. PR is flexible and individualized, students receive feedback and support tailored to their current reading performance (variations of this procedure are possible).
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