Elissa Cantrell

Reading Intervention 1


Using Attention as a Reinforcement
Description:  This intervention was used on a child who was having difficulty reading and thus acting out in class during reading.  A functional assessment determined that the purpose of the acting out behavior was seeking attention.  Therefore, the researcher chose attention as the reinforcement for the student.  Fifteen minute sessions were held three times weekly for one week, and then two 15- to 25-minutes sessions per day took place 4 to 5 days a week for 4 weeks.
Materials:
· Stories on child’s reading level
· Paper and pencil to record number of words child reads

Preparation:
· Teacher chooses several passages for child to select from to read

Steps in Implementing Intervention:
1. The student is offered choices of books or passages from which to read.
2. As the student reads, attention is provided as a reinforcement for reading-related behavior.

a. The student is given attention when looking at the book.

b. The teacher directs his or her attention elsewhere when the student looks anywhere other than at the book.

3. Attention is also provided as a reinforcement through proximity.

a. When the student looks at the book, the teacher leans in closer to the student.

b. When the student looks anywhere other than at the book, the teacher leans away from the student.
4. As the child progresses, attention is provided for reading words.

5. The teacher draws the child’s attention to his or her progress.

a. Initially, the teacher has the student count the number of words read at the end of each session.

b. Rather than giving explicit praise, the teacher uses a questioning strategy, such as, “Are you sure?  That seems like a lot.”

c. This encourages the child to count again and allows the opportunity to announce his or her achievement a second time.

d. The teacher records the number on paper to keep track of progress.

6. As the child progresses, at the end of each session, he or she counts and announces the number of pages read and eventually the number of books read.

7. The attention reinforcement is gradually decreased, occurring less frequently.
8. Eventually the student sits across the table from the teacher rather than beside him or her.

Tips:
· Consistency in reinforcements is key, particularly early in the intervention.
· It is important to select reading material that is on or below the student’s reading level, particularly for the first few sessions.  Material that is too difficult will likely increase the child’s aversion to reading.  It is better to start with lower level passages and then increase difficulty as the student progresses and gains confidence and excitement about reading.
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