Phrase Training

Description: Phrase training is an intervention for increasing word recognition and reading comprehension. This intervention involves using flashcards and requires about 20 minutes. The teacher selects target words from a story, creates phrases or sentences designed to show the meanings of each target word, transfers these phrases onto index cards, and creates comprehension questions about the story. The student practices reading the phrases on the flashcards and then reads from a list of the target words. After the training, the student is asked to read the story aloud and answer the comprehension questions. Finally, the student is asked to retell the story in his/her own words.

Materials:

· Index cards, stories appropriate for child's reading level

Preparation:

· Teacher creates a list of target words from a story.

· Teacher creates phrases or sentences designed to show the meanings of each target word. 

· Teacher transfers these phrases onto index cards.

· Teacher creates appropriate comprehension questions from the story.

Steps in Implementing this Intervention:

Step 1:   Identify appropriate reading material and create a list of target words from the story.

Step 2:  Create phrases or sentences designed to show the meanings of each target word making sure the phrases do not resemble phrases or sentences from the story. (For example, for the word "lemonade," the phrase "A cool lemonade drink" could be used.) Transfer these phrases onto index cards.

Step 3:  Create appropriate comprehension questions from the story. Include questions that can be answered simply by remembering what was in the passage as well as questions that require the student to combine details from the passage with his/her own general knowledge.

Step 4:  Show student the target word in each phrase or sentence and indicate the importance of focusing on that word. Have the student practice reading the flashcards.

Step 5:  Give the student a list of the target words to read.

Step 6:  Have the student read the original story or passage aloud.

Step 7:  Ask the student the comprehension questions and have them answer orally.

Step 8:  Ask the student to retell the story in their own words.

Tips:

· A general rule for determining the number of target words is to select 7-8% of the total number of words in the reading passage.

· Practice in reading the flashcards should continue until the student is able to recognize the target words in approximately 1 second. This can usually be achieved in a 20-minute time frame.

· When asking the student to retell the story the following prompts may be helpful:

· If someone asked you what the story was about, what would you say?

· What happened in the (first, middle, last) part of the story?

· What happened next . . .? After that . . .?
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