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Academic Problem:

Reading Comprehension

Goal:
This article specifically looked at improving the reading comprehension of upper elementary and middle school students who were identified as unsuccessful readers through an intervention known as text lookback.

Materials:
· Reading Material Being Used

Steps:

1. Discuss with the student the reasoning behind text lookback:

a. “Why” – one cannot remember everything one reads

b. “When” – when a question directs attention to text

c. “Where” – sampling or skimming the entire text to locate a key segment to be reread carefully

2. Training Day 1:

a. Pick around three questions about the passage to ask the child.

b. Remind the child of the “why” concept. Tell the child you will be asking questions (give the number of questions) after the child has finished reading. 

c. No time limit on reading.

d. Unknown words may be pronounced if the child asks.

e. After the child is done reading, say, “As I ask you each of the questions, you can look back at the passage to answer the questions.”

f. Ask the child to restate the task. Give directions again if there is any confusion.

g. Let the child answer the questions.

h. Next give the child another reading passage, then remind him of the “why” concept, tell him, “As I ask you each of the questions, you can look back at the passage to answer the questions.” then ask him the questions.

3. Training Day 2 

a. Have the student reverbalize the “why” concept.

b. Have the child read the new passage and tell him the “when” concept.

c. Model the difference between reader-based and text-based questions using the second text from the 1st day.

d. Give positive feedback if student models lookback behaviors.

4. Training Day 3

a. Have the student reverbalize the first two concepts.

b. Give the “where” script.

c. Have the student read the new text.

d. Model skimming-rereading tactic for two already read texts.

e. Summarize the all the concepts.

Results:

Significant differences between training and control groups emerged both for percentage of correct answers with lookbacks (for questions not answered correctly from memory) and for percentage of lookbacks used (sometimes leading to an accurate answer, sometime not) when needed.

