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Graphophonemic Marking
Description:
This strategy is designed to find out how students conceptualize the graphophonemic system by examining graphophonemic awareness and its connection to literacy acquisition. As readers accumulate experience reading words, a network of connections is formed in memory, linking graphemic and phonemic units, a link which makes reading unfamiliar as well as familiar words possible. Students circle the grapheme units that represent phonemes and cross out the graphemes which do not represent a sound. 
Materials:


· Blackboard or dry-erase whiteboard for teacher
· Paper and pencil for students

· List of grade appropriate words 
Implementation: Three phases - Modeling, Practice, & Test 
Modeling phase:
1. Using board, demonstrate the marking process using a small set of sample words:



no
fun
see
make
this

2. Explain the directions: 


Mark each letter that makes a sound in the word by circling it. 


Slash through each letter that makes no sound.
3. Examples:
see

s    ee



see has 3 letters, but only 2 sounds



make

m   a   k   e



make has 4 letters, but only 3 sounds

4. Carefully pronounce each sound as the letters are identified and/or circled or slashed, explaining the reasoning for marking them.
Practice phase:

1. Give students a practice sheet of paper displaying the same sample words written in capital letters with spaces between the letters.

2. Direct them to say the sounds and mark the letters just like the model.
3. Provide immediate feedback regarding both correct and incorrect markings.

4. Encourage students to ask questions and compare their answers with other students’ answers. 

Test phase:

1. Students are given sheets of paper displaying a larger set (20 or so) of target words.

2. Students read each word, pronouncing out loud and receiving correction if incorrect.

3. Students mark the letters that make the smallest sounds and cross out the letters having no sounds.
Examples of target words:  

up   red   stop   down   mother   she   ball   ride  catch   family pistol   chocolate   listen   wants   friends   write  
4. Provide continual feedback and error correction.
Tips: 


*Use age appropriate story books and/or narratives as a source for word lists

*Use different groups of words targeting different graphophonemic properties

· Silent letters – E (ride) Y (play) A (eat) B (lamb) D (friends)

· Multi-syllabic words

· Digraphs (two graphemes for a single phoneme) and Trigraphs (three graphemes for a single phoneme) 

· Vowel digraphs – AY  EA  AI  OW (down) OW (know)

· Consonant digraphs & trigraphs – SH  TH  TCH  LL  KN  WR 

· Consonant cluster representing 2 phonemes – FR  TR  PL  ST
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