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Description 

· One purpose of the study was to determine if reading a word list provided during the taped-words interventions could account for increases in reading accuracy and rates of accurate oral reading in students.

· Another purpose was to determine if rate of presentation was related functionally to increases in students' accuracy and rates of accurate responding. 

· Participants included three students, ages 7, 8 and 9 attending a residential school for children with emotional and behavioral disorders.  All had difficulty learning new words and were referred by their special education teacher.  

· For three consecutive days, participants were tested on vocabulary words found in the Ginn and Company Reading Series, Levels I to IV.  During the pre-treatment (one per day) any word which was answered correctly was seen as known and not used in the study

· The sixty words left were randomly divided into 9 groups.  The 9 groups were randomly assigned to 3 sets (A, B, or C) so that each set contained 15 words with an equal number of words from each grade level and sublevel.

· Six worksheets for each set of words was corrected to avoid memorization of order of words when presented.

· Set A went to the control group, sets B and C had both fast paced and slow paced audio cassettes made for their group.

· Fast rate tapes were recorded presenting one word per second.  Slow rate tapes presented one word every five seconds. Some participants received set B at fast pace and set C at slow pace and others received set B at slow pace and set C at fast pace.  This counterbalanced assignment of sets of words to treatments across students was used to help control for the possibility that the sets of words were of equal difficulty.

· For all participants, each session gave two opportunities to read the word lists.  Each participant randomly received each group each day.  (Fast, Slow and Control)

· During the taped sessions, the participants received the following instructions:  “Now we are going to run the (fast or slow) tape-recorder intervention. Here are 15 words. Read the words aloud with the tape. Try your best to read the words with the tape. Try not to read the words before or after the tape. If you fall behind pick up where you can.”  No further directions or feedback were given during the session. 

· Immediately after the intervention session, an assessment was given using the same words but a different worksheet.  During the assessment sessions the experimenter gave the following directions:  “Here are 15 words. Read the words aloud without skipping any words. If you do not know some words, try your best. If you still cannot read a word after 5 seconds, I will instruct you to go to the next word.” 

· The number of words read correctly, the number of words read correctly per minute, and the number of seconds required to read word lists during assessments served as dependent measures. Words were scored as correct if they were read accurately within 5 seconds. If a student self-corrected a response, it was considered correct. The number of words read correctly per minute was calculated by multiplying the number of words read correctly by 60 and dividing by the number of seconds taken to read the list.

Treatment Integrity (Fidelity)

· Interobserver agreement data collected by an individual who sat directly behind the primary experimenter during intervention sessions.  The range of agreement scores for word accuracy was 93% to 100%. The mean interobserver agreement score for word accuracy was over 99%. The independent observer also recorded the time taken by each student to read the list of words. Results showed that the primary experimenter and independent observer recorded the identical number of seconds on 61% of the assessments. On 37% of the assessments, the primary experimenter and independent observers' records differed by 1 second. On 3% of the sessions, the two observers' records differed by 2 seconds. 

Effect size

· Not Reported.

Materials

· Ginn and Company Reading Series, Levels I to IV vocabulary words (different levels depending on age of your participants.

· Audio player and recorder.

· Audiotapes.

· Eighteen typed lists of words (6 for each category A, B, or C) for each child.

· Stopwatch to ensure audiotapes are recorded using the correct amount of time lapse between each word (one second for fast paces and 5 seconds for slow paced).

Results

· FTW and STW resulted in greater increases in accuracy and rates of accurate reading than the control group.
· Two of the participants did not learn any words in the control group.
· One participant showed greater increase in Fast paced words than slow paced and the other participants showed greater increase in the slow paced reading.
Preparation

· Determine which students would benefit from this intervention through class testing to determine current skill level of students.

· Prepare audiotapes and handouts.

· Make sure you have a quite room to implement intervention.

Steps in Implementing

· Record vocabulary words onto audiotape, reading one word per 5 seconds.  

· Allow students to have a list of the words so they can read out loud when listening to the audio recording. 

· Allow students the opportunity to do each list of words twice per day.

· Make a new audio recording for each new list of the vocabulary words.

· Determine whether intervention is improving students’ skills by measuring increase in amount correct on weekly exams.

Recommendations for a consultant to work with teacher

· Ensure teacher understands importance of allowing one word per five seconds on the audio recording.

· Ensure teacher understands the importance of having a list of the vocabulary words in front of them to read along.

· Ensure teacher understands importance of allow students to do this twice per day.

