Reading Recovery for Use with Small Groups

Description: Reading Recovery (RR) is an Intervention used with students who are at risk for failing in the area of Reading. The intervention focuses on fluency, phonemic awareness, letter–sound relationships, comprehension, and spelling skills. It has traditionally been used in a 1-to-1 teacher student group; however, it can be modified for use with small groups of 2 or 3 students without dramatically altering the program learning and yielding the same learning results. 

Materials: 

· Early readers appropriate to level of functioning of Child (some familiar or “easy” and some with new and challenging vocabulary). 

· Plastic or magnetic letters. 

· Sentences cut into separate words.

· Writing paper and pencils.

Preparation: The teacher or tutor should receive RR training before implementing the program. Students who participate should be identified as potentially at risk for failing in Reading  when compared to same age average peers.  

Steps in Implementing this Intervention:

1. Fluent reading and writing practice-The teacher practices nearly known words with all students in the group providing individual prompts.

2. Reading Mileage- Child A reads a familiar book for practice, while child B reads a teacher chosen book with the teacher. Then, they swap roles.

3. Letter identification and analogy training- Both children work with the teacher on analogies using plastic letters or writing.

4. Record of reading behavior- Teacher works with Child B only reading yesterdays new instructional book while Child A reads a familiar book or continues to work on analogies.

5. Message writing-Child A writes a message independently or follows along listening and copying as Child B composes a message and writes it. They may help each other.

6. Reassembling cut up sentence- Child A may help and observe or reassemble own cut up sentence.

7. New book- The teacher chooses new books for both. She works with Child A only as Child B reads a familiar book independently. 

Tips: When used in groups of 2 or 3, the lessons should last about 40 minutes. In addition to increased learning, teachers also recognized competition, cooperation, and support in the groups studied. While these are important social skills to develop, it is important for teachers to remember to maintain positive attitudes and focus in the group sessions. 
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