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Background:

· Social stimuli have been widely studied in functional analysis literature and successful interventions have been based on these
· Typically, social stimuli has been identified in the form of attention and used as a reinforcer
· However, social attention is not always a reinforcer for all children
· Proximity is one for of social stimuli
· Children with autism are less likely to self-select close proximity to others
Method/Participant:

· 15 year old male diagnosed with autism referred for inconsistence with on task bx
· 82 on the Kaufman Assessment Batter for Children
· All data collection occurred in the self-contained classroom in a public school
· Data was collected during  regular classroom instruction
· On-Task bx was identified as eyes on materials with no more than 5 second breaks
· Two graduate students were trained to used digital stopwatches and data sheets for recording
· Baseline data collected:  ABAB  single-case design
· During the close proximity condition, the teacher stood next to student, presented him with a math worksheet, instructed him to work, and the assistant was instructed to verbally praise him(I like the way you are working) if he was on task at the end of 15 seconds
· The teacher assistant repeated the instruction if he did not comply within the 15 second time period
· Teaching assistant remained in close proximity the entire time
· The distant condition was exactly the same except the assistant went to the other side of the room when he was on task for 15 seconds
· If he did not stay on task she would return to his desk and re-administer the instructions and then move away again 
· Baseline and intervention sessions lasted for 20 minutes
Results

· Student’s on-task behavior was significantly lower in the close conditions and well above baseline on the distant condition
· Teacher had difficulty with this “habit” to stand near students
