Peer Tutoring to increase Reading Skills:
Paragraph Shrinking
Description: Peer tutoring is a reading intervention that involves pairing up a strong academic student, sometimes older, with a slow or struggling learner.  One research proven program that uses peer tutoring is PALS which stands for Peer-Assisted Learning Strategies.  This program involves structured activities, frequent interaction and feedback between tutor and tutee and role changes between tutor and tutee.  One specific intervention that is used this type of program is Paragraph Shrinking.  Paragraph Shrinking involves two students engaging in activity that strengthens their ability to summarize and comprehend information from a reading passage. 
Materials:

· Reading passage

· Question cards (i.e. “Who or what the paragraph is about? or “What is the most important thing about the who or what?”)

Steps in Implementing this Intervention:

1. Select Two students: one student who is a higher performer student (tutor) and the other student who is a slow or struggling learner (tutee) 
2. Have the tutor read the first paragraph aloud in front of the tutee
3. At the end of the paragraph have the tutor summarize the main idea in 10 words or less to the tutee
4. Continue for 5 minutes, then allow the students to switch roles so that the tutee is now the tutor and vice versa.

5. Allow the new tutor (former tutee) to read the first paragraph and summarize the text in 10 words or less

6. If the student gets stuck in the activity all the higher performing student to use the “Question Cards” to guide him through the summarization process.
7. Continue the intervention for 5 minutes or until the student has reached a predetermined amount of paragraphs read. 
Tips:

· Talk with the higher performing student beforehand to explain to him the process and teach him how to be patient and encouraging with the slower learning student during the activity.
· Research shows that an additional effective intervention that can be used along with this is self-graphing.  Self-graphing teaches the students how to chart their progress throughout the intervention.  For example, the child can be given 5 paragraphs to read during each intervention and taught how to chart the number of paragraphs he was able to summarize without the use of the “Question Cards” or assistance from his tutor. 
· This intervention along with the graphing has been shown to even work with Emotionally Disturbed students by increasing their reading skills along with decreasing inappropriate behaviors. 
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