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Using Peer-Assisted Learning Strategies to increase Response to Intervention in Inclusive Middle Math Settings

Description:

This article reports on the effectiveness of Peer-Assisted learning Strategies (PALS) in one middle school class. Students were trained in PALS and the program was used to assist in the Response to Intervention process. Teachers found that the program freed them to attend to the wide variety of math skills represented in the class while teaching a challenging math curriculum.
PALS addresses common core learning strategies and stresses a reciprocal one on one relationship between peer/tutor pairs. It includes strategies for error correction and feedback, increases opportunities to respond, and includes fast pace instruction. The PALS method details roles for teachers and students, uses written and oral response formats, works within an inclusive environment, and addresses social and academic goals. 
PALS includes a set of instructional principles including: a) creating clear objectives, b) presenting one new concept at a time, c) reviewing prior knowledge, d) using explicit explanations, e) using instructional time effectively, f) creating opportunities for adequate practice and review, and g) provides effective feedback.
The program was used 3 times a week during regular instruction time. Anytime the teacher felt the need for extra practice, the students would begin the PALS program.
Steps in implementing:

1. Pair students according to academic achievement. (Groups split in half with highest achiever in higher achieving group paired with highest achiever in lower achieving group. Lowest achievers in repective groups are paired as well and down the line.)

2. PALS instruction begins

3. After 15 minutes, students switch roles.

4. After about 15 minutes, students are cued to switch roles again.

5. Reinforcement was given for staying strictly with the rules of the program.
6. Debriefing

Participants:

Participants were made up of one math class in a large middle school near a large city in the Midwest. The school was diverse in culture and socioeconomic status. Exact number of participants was not discussed.
Results:

Results were discussed in terms of student satisfaction with the program where most students reported to be very pleased. It was also mentioned that student improvement seemed to generalize to other academic areas as well.
Integrity and effect size were not discussed.
Reference:

Kroeger, S. D., & Kouche, B. (2006). Using peer-assisted learning strategies 
to increase response to intervention in inclusive middle math settings. 
Teaching Exceptional Children, May/June, 1-13.
