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Description 

· The purpose of the study was to measure efficiency of community partner tutoring and video modeling with first-grade readers who exhibited reading difficulties.  The two reading skills measured were fluency and comprehension.  Data was also taken on the effect of student behavior on teacher ratings.

· Participants included four first-graders who were having difficulty learning to read.  Three of the four were repeating first-grade.  The two tutors were both female with one being from 25-35 years of age and the other 35-45.  The video tech was also female and was in the 55-65 age range.

· The study was conducted during the second semester of the school year.  Daily, half-hour sessions were conducted by a tutor for each participant.  Pre and post-intervention tests were taken to determine level of reading skills.

· Reading comprehension and fluency data was collected twice a week.  Reading fluency was measured by ‘words read correct per minute’.  The number of correct responses out of 15 comprehension questions measured comprehension.

· Phases of the research design included baseline, tutoring to increase reading fluency, tutoring plus video self-modeling, tutoring to increase reading comprehension, tutoring plus video self-modeling, and follow-up.  

· Two two-minute tapes were recorded for each student using feedforward techniques.  One tape was for comprehension and the other for fluency.  The feedforward effect was used to show the student reading beyond their current mastery level.  

Treatment Integrity (Fidelity)

· A project coordinator conducted procedural Integrity checks.  Percent agreement ranged from 95-100.

Effect size

· Not Reported.

Materials

· Digital Camcorder

· Tripod

· Video tapes

· Computer

· i-Movie Computer Software

· Training for tutors and videographer (found on ACE website)

· First-grade reading books

Results

· Reading and comprehension skills increased for all students.  The greatest increase was seen when the video self-modeling was added to the tutor sessions for reading fluency.  Gains continued to occur with each additional component of the treatment.  

· Students’ curriculum based scores increased; however, when given the standardized tests, improvement in scores were not seen.  

· Behavioral measures all showed an improvement.

· Skills were generalized and maintained at a six-month follow-up.  

Preparation

· Training for tutors and videographer.

· Determine what location in the school would allow for 30 minutes of privacy at a time.

· Give pre-intervention standardized reading tests to determine current skill level of each participant.

Steps in Implementing

· Have 30 minute tutoring sessions on reading fluency.  Give child positive feedback throughout the session.

· Record 30 minute reading sessions and edit tape to show participant reading at a higher, unmastered level.

· After the data has stabilized, begin a new phase in which the tutor introduces the video tape immediately before tutoring session.  Continue this stage until data stabilizes.

· Begin to include reading comprehension into the 30 minute tutor sessions by introducing story-mapping.  Include positive feedback throughout the session.  

· Record these sessions and edit tape to show participant comprehension skills at a higher, unmatered level.  Continue until data has stabilized.

· Introduce the new video immediately before 30 minute tutoring session.  Continue until data has stabilized.

· Record data twice/week on non-consecutive days using measurements outlined above in the Description.

· To ensure standardization, have a checklist for each tutor to follow for tutoring sessions.

Recommendations for a consultant to work with teacher

· Start up kit can be found at www.creatingfutures.org

