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Story Writing Intervention
W-W-W, What=2 How=2

Patel, P. & Laud, L.  (2007).  Integrating a Story Writing Strategy Into a Resource 

Curriculum.  Teaching Exceptional Children, 39(4), 34-41.
Purpose/Description:  The W-W-W, What=2 How=2 is a story writing mnemonic that scaffolds the planning process through answering structured questions that generate each story element.  This strategy helps students in generating, organizing, and elaborating on ideas for narrative writing.  This is accomplished through structured brainstorming of each story element before writing.  The mnemonic is designed to help students remember the seven essential story grammar elements (main character, locale, time, goal, action, ending, and reaction) that make up a well-written story.  The simple goal is to write better stories.

Materials:

· Writing topic or unit

· Classroom and student charts of mnemonic

· Classroom and student charts of writing activity/strategy

· Graphic Organizer of mnemonic

Steps to Implementation:

Step 1:  Develop and Activate Background Knowledge

· Introduce the subject matter of the writing unit

Step 2:  Discuss the Strategy

· Introduce the mnemonic (use charts)

· Who are the main character(s) and character(s)?

· When does the story take place?

· Where does the story take place?

· What does the main character want to do?

· What happens when he or she tries to do it?

· How does the story end?

· How does the main character feel?

· Discuss definition and significance of each element

· Students practice mnemonic until they can recite it (mini-quizzes, writing, oral retelling)

· Students identify elements in given material (may require initial facilitation)

· Use of pictures and graphic organizers

Step 3:  Review Current Performance Level and Training Rationale

· Students review own pretest performance and one of their classmates

Step 4:  Describe the Learning Strategy

· Introduce and discuss five-step strategy

· Look at picture (in mind or actual) or writing selection.

· Clear your mind and focus!

· Write out the mnemonic and relevant story grammar question.

· Answer the story grammar questions using details.

· Write your story, answering all the story grammar questions and making sure it makes sense.

Step 5:  Model the Strategy and Self-Instructions

· Instructor models using a new picture and think-alouds

Step 6:  Mastering the Strategy

· Students practice five-step strategy until memorized
· Prompted recall of mnemonic

Step 7:  Controlled Practice

· Instructor and students plan new story together using mnemonic and strategy

· Students individually write stories

· Review stories as a group

Step 8:  Independent Practice

· Students write stories independently

· Individual conferences for feedback

Notes:  

· Not very productive in terms of maintenance (final grades)

· Can use variations (authors used website, www.what2how2)

· Can use games (ex. Round robin ball game) in memorization and recall of mnemonic and strategy
