Write-Say Method for Improving Spelling

Description:


Write-Say is a cost-effective method in which the use of immediate feedback targeting dual sensory modalities, and anecdotal support for concurrent negative reinforcement are employed.  Simply stated, this is a method that involves allowing students immediate feedback spelling performance and allowing them an opportunity to write and say the words spelled incorrectly.

Goal:


Improve spelling performance on spelling tests.

Materials:


The list of spelling words from the students' curriculum (preferred 10-item word list) is used.

Preparation:


Obtain baseline data on student's spelling accuracy.  Baseline should be conducted by giving students their spelling list on Monday and allowing them to study on their own on Tuesday through Thursday.  On Friday, students are assessed for spelling accuracy.

Steps in Implementing this Intervention:


Following 2 weeks of baseline:

1.  Word list is given on Monday and the students are told to study word list on their own.

2.  On Tuesday, assess for spelling accuracy by calling words out to the student and allowing them to write them.  Following this test and verbal feedback on test performance, students are instructed to say the words and write the correct spelling of any word spelled incorrectly five times each.

3.  On Wednesday, procedure is repeated, except that the misspelled words were simultaneously rewritten and restated correctly 10 consecutive times.

4.  On Thursday, procedures remained similar, except that incorrectly spelled words were rewritten and restated correctly 15 times each.

5.  On Friday, subjects are assessed for spelling accuracy by writing words from a list that the teacher presented verbally.
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