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Reading Intervention #3

Readers’ Theater

Mountford, K. (2007, December 14). Increase Reading Fluency of 4th and 5th Grade Students 

    with Learning Disabilities Using Readers' Theatre. 

Description:

The purpose of this research project was to improve the oral reading fluency of 4th and 5th grade students with learning disabilities. The targeted population participating in this study consisted of a total of 10 participants of which five were 4th grade students and five were 5th grade students. The research project took place in a middle class community within a suburb of a large metropolitan area.  Students participated in 10 weeks of readers’ theater.
Materials: 
student survey,

4-point-fluency rubric, 

one minute oral timed reading test
Readers theater scripts

timer
Preparation:

• Copy Pre-Documentation Tools: Graph, Rubric, student survey.

• Send out and collect parental consent letters to parents

• Tape and Administer one minute reading fluency graph to all students to establish

   baseline data on each student

• Score all fluency graphs

• Administer a 4-Point fluency rubric to each student to obtain baseline data

• Score rubrics

• Compile data from student surveys

• Distribute student survey to each student and collect anonymously in designated basket

• Gather Readers’ Theatre scripts for each week, placing them in order per week

• Copy each weekly Readers’ Theatre script for each student

• Identify audiences for each week
Step in implementation:

Week 1:

Monday:

• Explain to students that we will be doing weekly Readers’ Theatre and perform on

Fridays for various audiences

• Guide students through the format of the intervention phases that will be followed

weekly

• Read aloud script, modeling fluency

• Guided reading of script by having students read script, go over vocabulary and

comprehension of script

• Take anecdotal notes as students read and respond to vocabulary and comprehension

questions

Tuesday:

• Students will participate in repeated readings through partner readings and phone

readings while teacher researcher observes taking anecdotal notes on each student

Wednesday:

• Teacher researcher assigns script parts to students and provides students with script to

practice at home

• Students rehearse entire script together

• Teacher Researcher models for students how to give positive feedback how they are

doing.

• Students rehearse script again

• Teacher Researcher encourages students to provide positive feedback on how they are

doing

• Rehearse again, and provide positive feedback again

Thursday:

• Students rehearse at least two times together, with students offering positive feedback

after each rehearsal along with teacher input

Friday:

• Students rehearse twice, students and teachers collaboratively offer positive feedback

• Students perform for audience



This is repeated for 10 weeks
Results:


After 10 weeks of performing 10 different scripts, the students showed a marked improvement.  According to the student survey, the students had a more positive attitude toward reading and an increased desire to read.  The student survey also revealed that students had experienced an increase in happiness when it came to reading in class. The survey also indicated that it increased their confidence level regarding reading. 

The one-minute oral timed reading results indicated a positive growth for all participating

students.  After a 10 week span, the students’ average reading rate improved by72%. 
The 4-point-fluency rubric that was administered during the oral one-minute timed

reading correlated with the results of the timed readings.  Fluency increased by 40%, expression and appropriate phrasing increased 80% and punctuation increased by 70%. 
