Date Received in Office: ____________________                                                                    IRB #: __________________

APPLICATION FOR EXPEDITED REVIEW
Send two (2) copies (the original and a copy) to:  
Betty Hamilton, Research Compliance Coordinator








Sponsored Programs, Library 308

Date: 9-15-04
Investigator(s)
Name: Research Methods Lab Class
Phone:  450-5415
Email:  billl@mail.uca.edu


Name:




Phone:


Email:



Name:




Phone:


Email:

Department:  Psychology

College:  Education
UCA Address (of Advisor if a student): Building:  Masburn Hall  
Room #:  257  

Project Title:  The Effect of Perceived Intelligence on Attractiveness
Check one of the following:

___Faculty Research   ___Graduate Student Research    _X_Undergraduate Research    ___ Other (specify):

If Student Research, Give Advisor’s  Name: Dr. Bill Lammers

Phone:  450-5415
Anticipated dates of project:     Beginning: upon approval   Ending: end of the current semester
FUNDING: Anticipated source of funds, if any including UCA funds.  (If this project will be funded under a grant to another investigator, please give the title of the grant, name of agency or institution, and the investigator’s name.)  __N/A__

Proposal has been (will be) submitted for funding (date) _N/A_

Will proposed research be conducted in team with investigator(s) from other agency/institution(s)?      ___Yes   _X_No


If yes, list agency/institution(s) and investigators ____

Is proposed research being conducted to meet course or degree requirements at another university?    ___Yes    _X_No

If yes, has the research been reviewed by that university’s IRB? ___Yes _ _No     Results? ____  (Attach Approval Letter)

Required Training/education in protections for human research subjects:  (Complete for each investigator.)

(For information go to http://spo.uca.edu/compliance/Info_Req_Ed.html)


___ NIH Tutorial Certificate is attached, or ___ on file in the Research Compliance Office, or



___ Documentation is attached or on file from previous training .


_X_ I am a student who received training as part of a research course in the last three (3) years:



(Applies to specific courses in Psychology, Health Science, PT, OT, Speech-Lang Path, & Nursing.)



Provide Dept. and Course No. _PSYC 3332_, and semester/year completed _Spring/04__

SUBJECT INFORMATION

1.  State the Category of Expedited Research (1-7) from the Categories pages, i and ii.      #_7_

2.  Total number of Subjects and Controls _40_                 0 Males
_40 Females

3.  CATEGORIES OF SUBJECTS AND CONTROLS

4.  INSTITUTIONAL AFFILIATION OF SUBJECTS

_X_Adults (18 years and over)

___None

___Adolescents (13-17 years of age)

_X_Schools/College/University

___Mid-Childhood (6-12 years of age)




___Prisons

___Preschool (3-5 years of age)

___Hospitals/Clinics

___Infants (0-2 years of age)

___Other (specify)___

___Pregnant Women







___Other (specify) ____

___Using existing data, no subjects recruited

5.  _X_Mentally Competent (able to give  consent)  ___Mentally Incompetent (unable to give consent)

6.  DEMOGRAPHIC  INFORMATION  (Check all variables included)

__X__ Names of Subjects
_____ Income

_____ Addresses
_____ Social Security Number

_____ Phone numbers
_____ Job Title

_____ Age
_____ Names of Employers

_____ Sex
_____ Types of Employers

_____ Ethnicity
_____ Other Unique Information

_____ Marital status

 Specify _________________

7.  Briefly explain how the demographic information will be used.

Names will be recorded to verify attendance. Names will not be associated with any research data.

8.  SUBJECT SELECTION:

How will the subjects be chosen?  (If using existing records, attach a copy of the permission.)


Participants will be volunteers from General Psychology classes.

How will the subjects be recruited and contacted?

Participants will be recruited from sections of General Psychology (PSYC 1300).  They will be provided with a brief description of the experiment and asked to volunteer. They will be asked to sign-up for a specific time on a website that provides for research opportunities. The website has a program that will automatically send a reminder e-mail to the student the day before the student is scheduled to participate.
9.  Will the subjects receive any inducement or remuneration (e.g., $$, gift certificates, class credit) or token gifts (e.g., candy, stickers) to participate in the research?  If yes, describe.

Researchers will provide no compensation or inducements to the participants.  Students in General Psychology are required to be involved in two enrichment activities during the semester. Research participation is one method for satisfying this course requirement (there are other alternatives).
10. Cost to the subjects:

What is the time requirement for the subject?

20 minutes or less.

Will subjects be charged for any research related procedures?  If yes, explain.

No.

11. Describe any potential short and long term benefits from this research to the subjects and/or society.  (If there are none, say so.)

Subjects:

There will be no direct benefits to the participants other than satisfying a portion of a course requirement.

Society (Science):

The research aims to explore the relationship between perception of intelligence and attractiveness.  Our

findings have the potential to benefit society by increasing societal awareness of the impact of perceptions of intelligence on attractiveness. The research also provides an important educational experience for those students learning how to conduct research.

12. Study site:  Where will the research be conducted?  If not at UCA, has permission been granted?  (Attach a copy.)
UCA Psychology computer laboratory, Mashburn Hall Room # 237.

RESEARCH PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Use LAY TERMS and/or PROVIDE DEFINITIONS of technical terminology.  [Use extra pages as necessary.] 

1.  Briefly describe the background or justification for your research.

The research is being conducted as part of an upper division Research Methods course required for graduation. Past research demonstrates the “halo effect” whereby when people learn one positive (or negative) aspect of a person, they often attribute other positive (or negative) aspects to the person. Several studies have examined the influence of attractiveness on perceived intelligence but no one has “turned it around” and examined the influence of intelligence on perceived attractiveness.

2.  Describe your research focus (the purpose or questions to be answered).  

The purpose of the present study is to examine the effect of intelligence on perceived attractiveness. The research question is whether someone who is described as intelligent (high GPA) will be rated as more attractive than the same person who is described as less intelligent (low GPA).

3.  Describe the research design including the use of a control group and any intervention or treatment to be administered to the subjects whether performed by the researchers or others.

After reading one of two descriptions of a man (see attached), the female participants will be presented with a picture of a white male in his mid-20’s. The participants will be asked to rate the person’s attractiveness on a 6-point Likert scale. (Note: the picture of the male will be someone known to one of the students in the Lab class and will agree to have his picture used for the purposes described here.) 

Group 1: Description of a more intelligent person (4.0 GPA)

.

Group 2: Description of a less intelligent person (2.0 GPA)

4.  Describe your data collection procedures in detail.

What will the subjects (and controls) be doing to create the data (e.g., filling out a survey, performing a task, etc.)?  

 If the subject will need training, explain in detail.  (Attach copies of any instruments, tests, surveys, interview guides, etc., and descriptions of any research data collection equipment.)

After reading one of two descriptions, the participants will be using the SuperLab program on personal computers in which an image of a person will be presented. Then they will be asked to rate the attractiveness of the person presented in the picture by selecting a number from 1-6 (see attached).

 Participants will need no training.  

RISKS
AND CONFIDENTIALITY

1.  RISKS TO SUBJECTS:
Will the subjects be placed *at risk of harm as a consequence of participating in this research?  ___ YES _X_NO 


*Definition of at risk of harm – to be placed in a position with greater potential for physical, mental, social, legal


or financial harm than would be expected for that individual in his or her normal occupation or daily activities.

If you are not sure of the answer to the above question, talk to your faculty advisor (if student research), the Research Compliance Coordinator, or an IRB member from your college.  If the answer is YES to the above question, then this research needs to be reviewed by the full IRB, so if you are unsure, please ask for guidance.

2.  CONFIDENTIALITY OF DATA:

a. Will any data be made a part of any permanent record that can be identified with the subjects?  If yes, explain.



No.


b.  What steps will be taken to ensure the confidentiality of the data? (How will the subject=s privacy be protected?)


At no point will identities of the participants be associated with their responses. The data will be stored in an area accessible only to the researchers.


c.  Where will the data be stored for the three (3) year minimum?  Specify the precise location, preferably in a locked file cabinet with limited access by others, and on the UCA campus.  If  student research, the advisor should store the data.
The data will be stored in a faculty office in Mashburn Hall 257.

INFORMED CONSENT PROCEDURES
(See the consent/cover letter/permission/assent templates.)

1.  What type of informed consent will be used? (Check one, or more, as appropriate to your project.)


__X_ Informed consent agreement, parent permission, assent (signatures obtained).


____ Informed consent cover letter (no signature obtained).  One of the criteria below must be met and checked off.
 

____ the research presents no more than minimal risk of harm and involves no procedures for which




a signature is normally required outside of the research



____ the only record linking the subject and the research would be the consent and the principal risk




would be potential harm from a breach of confidentiality


____ Waiver from informed consent process.  All four criteria must be met. Describe this need in your project description.  



____ the research involves no more than minimal risk to subjects,



____ the waiver will not adversely affect the rights and welfare of subjects,



____ the research could not practicably be carried out without the waiver, and



____ whenever appropriate, subjects will be given additional pertinent information after participation


____ Oral consent.  (Attach a copy of the script for informed consent and the short written form that will be signed by the subject and a witness.)

2.  Describe clearly (step-by-step) how informed consent/permission/assent will be obtained from or presented to subjects, parents

and/or legal guardians.

The consent form will be typed and given to the participants prior to the experiment.  Participants will sign after they have read the consent form and have had the opportunity to ask questions.

3.  Are you purposely withholding some information from subjects or using deception in the research?  _X__YES   ____NO


If YES, provide the following information:

a) describe the withheld information or the deception, 

Participants will not be informed of the specific research hypothesis.
b) justify the reason for this,

Participant’s knowledge of the research hypothesis may influence their behavior in the research setting. If participants know that we are investigating the effect of intelligence on perceived attractiveness, demand characteristics may lead many of the participants to answer in a manner that they believe will match the experimenter’s expectation.

c) describe the post-research debriefing of the subject, including when and where subjects will be debriefed.

(Attach a copy of the debriefing statement that will be given to subjects.)

All participants will be provided with a debriefing immediately following the experiment and be allowed to ask any questions.  They will be completely informed about the nature of the study and the hypotheses. They will also be provided contact information if they have any questions that arise after the experiment

INVESTIGATOR AGREEMENT
I agree to follow the procedures outlined in this summary description and any attachments to ensure that the rights and welfare of human subjects in my research are properly protected.  I understand that no contact may be initiated with subjects until I have received approval of these procedures from the Institutional Review Board and complied with any required modifications in connection with that approval.
I further understand that additions or changes in the procedures involving human subjects or any adverse events or problems with the rights or welfare of the human subjects must be promptly reported to the Research Compliance Coordinator.

I further understand that subject data and research records must be maintained in a secure and safe location for a period of at least three (3) years after research is completed.  The original data will be provided to the IRB if so requested.

_________________________________________________                   _______________

Signature of Investigator

Date





_________________________________________________                   _______________

Signature of Investigator





Date

_________________________________________________

_______________

Signature of Investigator





Date

_________________________________________________

_______________

*Signature of Advisor (if the above are students) 



Date

*As Advisor, I agree to be responsible for the ethical conduct of the research and 

 for the maintenance of the data and any signed consent forms for a minimum of three years.

_________________________________________________


______________

Signature of Human Subjects Committee Chair



Date

(Department of Psychology & Counseling only) 

_________________________________________________


______________

Signature of Department Chair





Date

(I am aware that IRB approval is being 


sought for human subject research.)

