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September 20, 2007

Intervention I: Reading 3

The Effects of LAP Fractions on Addition and Subtraction of Fractions with Students with Mild Disabilities
Test, D.W. and Ellis, M.F.  (2005). The effects of LAP fractions on addition and subtraction of 

factions with students with mild disabilities. Education and Treatment of Children. 28. 11-24. 
Goal: Use a mnemonic strategy called LAP Fractions to improve understanding of mathematical concepts of solving fractions. 
Subjects:  6 eighth grade students

Program Description: 
Step 1: Pair students on math ability

Step 2: Introduce students to strategy

L-Look at the sign and the denominator. Make sure the sign is addition or subtraction. Look at the bottom numbers of your faction. See if they are the same or different. If they are the same, you skip down to pick a fraction type, and pick Type 1. If they are different, then you to go the Ask yourself a question step.  

A-Ask yourself the question, Will the smallest denominator dived into the largest an even number of times? If your answer is yes, then go to pick a fraction type and pick type 2.  If your answer is no, then go to pick a fraction type and pick type 3. 


P-Pick your fraction type


1/4+3/4: Bottoms are the same

1/6+1/2: Bottoms numbers are different and the smallest bottom number will divide into the largest bottom number

2/3+3/4: Bottom numbers are different and the smallest bottom number will not divide into the largest bottom number an even number

Identify Denominator

Divide Denominator

Step 3: Teacher reviews each step with students

Step 4: Students practice each step with peer

Step 5: Teachers and students play games with concepts

Step 6: Students learn how to apply steps to all three types of fractions

Step 7: Practice with Peers using flashcards…play games. 

