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Intervention I: Reading

Teaching Inferential Reading Strategies Through Pictures
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Goal: Increase a students reading comprehension by increasing their use of cognitive and meta cognitive strategies.  Specifically, the study looked at increasing a students literal and inferential comprehension skills through the use of pictorial materials (graphs, drawings, diagrams, pictures) presented with written text.
Subjects:  Sixty (15 in each of two in the experimental and 15 in each of two control groups) underachieving prelingual deaf readers. They were tested on the Stanford Diagnostic Reading Test. 

Program Description:  Reading skills were grouped into eight categories: 

· Visualization

· Prediction

· Conventions

· Traditions

· Prior Knowledge

· Relationships

· Characterization

· The Main Idea

· Author’s Intent

Each lesson was structured in the same way with the teacher 1) presenting the comprehension strategy to be learned, 2) followed by modeling the strategy using pictorial material, 3) applying the strategy to a short passage of written text, and finally 4) providing a short exercise as homework to be finished at home. 

Other Strategies: 

Predicting through Pictures: Show students the cover first, then two pictures at a time. Ask students to predict what is happening. Read and discuss the book.

Drawing Pictures: Have students share and draw a picture that shows an action. Have other students predict what is happening. 

Read, Stop, Predict: Read aloud a book that has many events in it. Ask students to predict randomly through the book when the action builds. Ask what the character will do next, what will happen next, or how characters will feel or react to an event. 
