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Introduction
This study compared computer-based reading instruction with more traditional teacher with textbook approach.  

Participants

· Forty-five children ages 5 and 6 attending 6 different kindergarten schools

· All from average socio economic families

· Identified as at risk for reading difficulties based on having scored 55 pts. Or below on the Phonological Awareness Test

· All had normal vision hearing, and no gross motor problems or severe emotional difficulties

· No IQ available but all reported to be of average level of intelligence

· None had received formal instruction in reading and did not know how to read
Method: Children assigned to one of three groups
· Group 1: 16 kids receiving reading instruction in both printed and computer based
· Group 2: 15 kids printed materials only
· Group 3:  15 kids control group receiving regular program
· Group 1 & 2 intervention was called “ I have a secret-I can read” and consists of books and computer materials
· Computer program included a touch screen, speakers, and headphones.  The child works with the computer and receives instruction from teacher when needed.
· Stage 1:  focus on reading readiness (letter recognition, auditory perception, visual discrimination
· Stage 2:  detailed progression of reading training activities in 4 blocks 
Results
· Evaluated using 4 tests:  Phonological Awareness Test, Word recognition, Letter Naming Test, PPVT-R
· No significant group differences were found prior to instruction 
· Significant improvement in the computer group over the printed and control groups in 6 areas (initial phoneme recognition, final phoneme recognition, identical initial, identical final, rhythmical, unrythmical)
· In two skills, the rhyme formation and phoneme isolation  at the end of the word significant gains were found in the computer and printed over the control 
· No significant differences between the three groups in 2 tasks initial phoneme deletion, final phoneme deletion
For Consideration:  The authors attribute the interactive ability of the computer to use “tactile/visual/auditory features..support the active identification of letter/sound relationships”.  More specifically, the computer allows the manipulation of letters, word components in activities and games involving decomposition, recomposition, and creation of words through touching, hearing, seeing, constructing, playing, and replaying auditory constructs.  The computer also provides immediate feedback.  
