Combining skills-based interventions, performance-based interventions, and contingent reinforcement

Description:  When all these interventions are combined, the student selects reading goals, the experimenter reads the passage, and the student reads the passage to the experimenter for three successive trials.

Skill-based intervention (SI) incorporates listening to passage preview and repeated readings interventions.  More specifically, students first listen to the experimenter read the passage aloud.  Then each student reads the passage aloud for three successive trials, while the experimenter tracks the student’s performance.

Performance-based goal setting (PF) incorporates a student setting goals for the amount of time it will take him to read a passage aloud and the number of errors he will make.  After reading the passage the student is informed of their reading time and number of errors and asked to record this information on corresponding bar graphs.  During each session the experimenter tracks the student’s performance using the procedures identical to the baseline condition.

Contingent reinforcement (CRf) involves the student being asked to select two educationally relevant reinforcers from a pool of approximately 10 items.  The first item chosen was considered the student’s most highly preferred reinforcer of the two items.  After selecting the items, the student was told that if he/she reads the story in less than 3 minutes and made less than 3 errors he would receive the first item chosen.  After reading the passage, the student was told his reading time and the number of errors he made and then given the reinforcer.

Materials: 

Reading passages from reading textbooks (grade level dependent on curriculum based assessment prior to study).  Passages should be retyped on separate sheet of paper removing all pictures as distractors.

Preparation:

· Prior to beginning study, a curriculum-based assessment in reading should be conducted to determine the appropriate level to implement the interventions.

· Baseline should be established were student is instructed to read a passage aloud.  As soon as the student read the first word in the passage, the experimenter starts the stopwatch.  The experimenter records the student’s performance on the experimenter’s copy of the passage by making errors with a slash.  After one minute, the experimenter places a closed backet around the last word read and allows the student to read the remainder of the passage.

Steps in Implementing Intervention:

Step 1:  Student selects reading goals (number of words per minute and number of errors)

Step 2:  Experimenter reads passage

Step 3:  Student reads passage to the experimenter for three successive trials (Following each trial, the student is told his/her reading time and the number of errors and records then on appropriate charts

Step 4:  Prior to third trial, student chooses two reinforcers and is instructed on the contingencies for receiving the reinforcer (If the student reads the passage in less time than his second reading of the passage and with fewer errors then his second reading of the passage he will receive the reinforcer he chose first.  If he reads the passage in less time than the first reading passage with fewer errors then he made during the first reading, he receives the less preferred reinforcer)

Step 5:  After the last reading of the passage by the student, he will be told his reading time and number of errors

Step 6:  Students record this information on appropriate graphs

Step 7:  Student is then given reinforcer

Tips:  Be sure to use appropriate reading level materials (conduct accurate curriculum based assessment.
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