Mike Davis

Protocol #1
Don’t Pause When Sounding-Out Words
Description: 
Most phonic-based approaches to reading, word segments are said with a silent pause between them, as in “mm (pause) …. aa (pause) …. d” for the word mad. These pauses can make it difficult for a student to blend the sounds into a whole word. Teaching beginning readers to say the sounds in a word without pausing can make a segmented word more similar to its blended form, resulting in more accurate whole word reading.

Goal:
The goal of this intervention is to development phonics skills in preschoolers. This intervention specifically targets the improvement of segmenting, blending, and word identification skills.

Materials:

Age and grade appropriate reading materials, paper, and a marker will be needed.
Preparation:

The teacher will copy a selection of words from the chosen text onto a piece of paper. Below each word, the teacher will draw an arrow like the one in the example below. The teacher will then make copies for the entire class.
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Anyone planning to implement this intervention should also become familiar with the following implementation steps. 
Steps in Implementing this Intervention: 

1. Model
1. The teacher alone models the appropriate segmenting and blending operations.

1. As the teacher segments each word, she touches the ball to the left of the word and then looped from letter to letter, saying the sounds for each letter without pausing between each sound. See Figure 1 for an illustrated example.  
1. When the teacher blends a word, she touches the ball and slashes under the entire word, saying the word at its spoken rate. See Figure 1 for an illustrated example.
1. Example: Teacher: "My turn to sound out this word. Mmaadd, mad."

2. Lead
2. The teacher leads the whole class in segmenting and blending the word.

2. As the class segments each word, they each touch the ball to the left of the word and then loop from letter to letter, saying the sounds for each letter without pausing between each sound.

2. Example: Teacher: "Sound out this word with me. Everyone: “Mmaadd, mad."

3. Test
3. The teacher asks an individual to perform the task.

3. As the student segments each word, she touches the ball to the left of the word and then loops from letter to letter, saying the sounds for each letter without pausing between each sound.

3. When the student blends a word, she touches the ball and slashes under the entire word, saying the word at its spoken rate.
3. Example: Teacher: “Sally, please sound out the first word. Sally: “Mmaadd, mad.”
Figure 1
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