Parent Involvement and Reading
Paired Reading between Parent and Child to 
Increase Reading Fluency and Accuracy 
Description:  Research has shown that parent tutoring is an effective means for increasing students’ academic performance in areas such as reading.  Successful parental reading involvement programs involve reading out of children’s books, have enjoyable and easy to implement activities and are consistent over an extended period of time.  However, parents don’t always know how reading instruction is delivered in schools or how to help their child effectively.  To overcome this, the following intervention provides training for parents in how to implement paired reading.  

Paired Reading (PR) increases reading achievement and helps decrease the amount of failure that poor readers may experience.  PR consists of two phases: simultaneous and independent reading.  The child chooses a book and the parent and child read together.  When the child makes a mistake, the parent supplies the correct word, the child repeats it, and they continue reading.  When the child feels confident in their reading abilities, they signal the parent to stop and continue reading on their own.  If the child makes a mistake, the parent provides the correct word, the child repeats it, and the pair begins reading again.  
Materials:
· Reading material chosen by the child
· Timer

· Curriculum Based Measurement probes if there is a desire to measure effectiveness over time

Training Parents in PR Technique:  Because parents should be familiar with the rationale behind the intervention, parent training is beneficial.  The training consists of parent and child.  The PR method is introduced, explained, and modeled by the author and one of the model children.  The simultaneous and independent stages are explained and modeled.  The importance of the child choosing their own nonverbal “stop” signal should be stressed.  It may be beneficial to provide the parent with ways of praising their children and explain to them the concept of positive reinforcement.   
Steps in Implementing this Intervention:
· Step 1: Allow child to choose a story or some type of reading material that is age appropriate.  
· Step 2:  Parent sets the timer for 10 minutes.
· Step 3:  Parent and child read simultaneously.
· Step 4:  Parent intervenes when child makes one of the following errors:
· Substitutes one word for another

· Omits a printed word

· Stops for longer than three seconds

· Step 5:  Parent stops child; points to word and says it; child repeats word; simultaneous reading resumes.
· Step 6:  Child gives signal to read alone.  Parent praises child for using signal.

· Step 7:  Parent intervenes when another mistake is made. Corrective procedure as described above is used.  

· Step 8:  Cool down.  Informal time to talk about the meaning of the story.  
Tips:
· It is recommended that the intervention should be used 5 days a week, 10 minutes per session for 6 weeks.  A longer intervention period (greater than 6 weeks) may produce more stable data.   

· Because parent involvement can be lacking, students from a local high school could be used to play the role of parents.  

· Allowing the child to choose his or her own silent signal is recommended.  This is a way for the children to feel as though they had a part in implementing the intervention.  Also, allowing the child to choose his or her own reading material can influence how interested the child is in the given material.  

· Praising the child during his or her reading is beneficial.  This can be done when a child correctly reads or attempts a difficult word or sounds a word out. 
· CBM probes can be used to determine a child’s fluency (total number of words correct) and accuracy (correct number of words read).  If these probes are given twice weekly, the averages for fluency and accuracy can be graphed.

· By having students chart their own results, the students may have incentive to give their best effort for each reading session.  
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