WORD BOXES:

A READING STRATEGY

Goal


The procedure aims to provide a strategy for teaching phonics (i.e., letter-sound 
correspondences).

Description

The use of word boxes as a strategy for reading consists of three lessons. First, word 
boxes are a drawn rectangle divided into three sections resembling three connected 
boxes. Counters or tokens are placed below each section of the divided rectangle. As the 
child voices each sound in a word, 
he/she moves the counter to its corresponding 
sound. Next, counters are replaced with magnetic or tile letters and the child moves the 
letters into the boxes as he/she slowly articulates the word. Last, the child writes the 
letters in the respective divided boxes of the rectangle as he/she voices the word.
Materials

·   Drawn laminated word box divided into three sections
·   Laminated printed alphabets written on small squares of paper

·   Small colored chips

·   Markers

·   Tissue

·   Ziploc Bag

Steps in Implementing

     
1.  
Provide all students with a Ziploc bag consisting of the above materials. This 


strategy is to be used in corresponding lessons consisting of phonemic awareness, 


letter to sound 
matching, and/or spelling.

2. 
Ask students to place three chips below each section of their divided box. As the 


teacher slowly articulates a word, ask students to move the chips into each divided 

box. 


3.  
Ask the students to slowly articulate the word while simultaneously moving the 


chips in the divided sections of the box. 


4.
Next, replace the chips with laminated letter squares and ask students to voice the 


word as they move the letters into the corresponding divided sections of the box. 


5.
Last, ask students to write the letters with magic markers in the divided sections 


of the box as they slowly voice the word. 
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