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Using Study Skill Training with Students with Learning Disabilities

Description:  Study skill training can be used to increase remembering of information about reading passages with children with learning disabilities.  This intervention involves teaching the student to use a systematic study skill technique for reading that involves previewing material, asking questions, and finding important details.

Materials: 

· Reading passages (around 200 words long) taken from the student's textbooks at the student's reading level modified to include a passage title and four or five subheadings.

· A list outlining the most important parts of the each reading passage.

· A list of difficult and unfamiliar words should be created.

· Tape recorder and tape.

Preparation: 

· The teacher should be trained in how to use this intervention.
· Reading passages should be selected and then modified to include a passage title and five subheadings.
· Lists for each passage outlining the most important parts of each passage should be created.
· Lists of unfamiliar and difficult words should be created for each passage.
Steps in Implementing this Intervention:

Step 1:  Baseline:

1. The student is allowed to choose one of the prepared passages to read.

2. The student reviews the list of difficult and unfamiliar words for the passage.
3. The student is asked to read aloud the passage and told that he/she will be asked to retell everything about the story after reading the story.

4. The student is allowed to study the passage and then is asked to retell everything remembered about it into the tape recorder.

5. The teacher can prompt the student twice for more information.

6. The teacher listens to the recording and compares it to the outline made for the story.  One point is given for each piece of information the student recalled correctly.

Step 2:  Intervention – Study skills training:

1. The student is asked to read the paragraph headings in the passage (preview).

2. The student is asked to say the first paragraph heading without looking at it.

3. The student is instructed to ask questions about what is important to learn in the first paragraph.

4. The student reads the paragraph looking for important details.

5. The students reads the paragraph heading again and says aloud the important details.

6. Steps 1-5 are repeated for each paragraph in the passage.

7. After steps 1-5 have been completed for the entire passage, the student is asked to retell the story into the tape recorder.

8. During the first few sessions, the teacher may prompt the student for more information.  These prompts are slowly faded over time.

9. The teacher later listens to the recording and compares it to the outline made for the story.  One point is given for each piece of information the student recalled correctly.

Tips:

· The teacher and student can chart the student’s progress.

· The teacher can give positive reinforcement for participation and for the number of pieces of information recalled correctly. 
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