Semantic Webs and Study Skills

Description:


Semantic Webs are diagrams developed by students and teachers that are pictorial representations of certain topics or concepts.  This strategy is used to stimulate students’ thinking strategies by encouraging them to synthesize novel information with old information.  This process helps students to organize their ideas and integrate this information into their written work.

Goal:


Frequently used as an effective strategy for enhancing reading comprehension and as an effective strategy.  Can be used as a strategy for developing study skills.  

Materials:


This process may vary from teacher to teacher and from classroom to classroom.  In general, pencil and paper are the only materials.  This may be completed as a whole class or in small, cooperative groups.

Preparation:


Have a ready available list of study skills (so the topic can be chose to make a semantic web).

For Example: Test taking, library use, reference materials/dictionary use, presenting information, note taking/outlining, time management, listening, reading rate, self-management of behavior.

Steps in Implementing this Intervention:

1. Present the students with a main study skill topic for a semantic web idea.

For example: time management

2. Engage students in a brainstorming session in which they will generate key subordinate words or phases they believe relate to or describe the main study skill or subtopics.

For example: students should provide examples of when time management is useful and important to learning- list on board and refer to as the various subordinate ideas are generated

3. Once the web is complete, students and the teacher discuss how specific subordinate items can be used to further develop the study skill.

For example: discuss ways to implement the subordinate ideas as reference is made to the list of examples describing when time management is used.  Assist students to develop their own daily, weekly, and/or monthly schedules using the ideas making sure that students have a documentation system.

4. Students then apply selected elements of their choice from their study skill semantic webs to further develop acquisition, maintenance, and generalization of the study skills (The teacher monitors this process on an ongoing basis).

Students should be helped to implement their ideas in their schedules at home an at school

5. Each student should refer to the completed web to help him or her use and learn the study skill.  This process should occur for and extended period of time to ensure generalization and over-learning.

Students should be encouraged to add more information as they continue to use and develop this skill
6. Students should compile a notebook of all their semantic webs to refer back to.

Process of completing semantic webs should aid in learning.  The implementation of the web will ensure continued growth.

This process can be useful for reviewing already acquired skills and for learning new skills.  This method of cooperative learning allows students to see the problems others experience when using this study skills, allows for seeing why these skills are important as well as effective ways to confront problems that one may be having with study skills.
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