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Writing Expression 

Welch, M. & Jensen, J.B. (1990). Write, P.L.E.A.S.E.: A video-assisted strategic


intervention to improve written expression of inefficient learners.  Remedial


and Special Education, 12, 37-46.

Description:

The P.L.E.A.S.E. strategy was developed from a highly structured, step-by-step procedure originated by Kerrigan.  It is a metacognitive strategy that was developed to produce more succinct steps by simplifying the steps and terminology to facilitate prewriting planning and ongoing evaluation.  

Write, P.L.E.A.S.E. is the video-assisted instructional program based on the P.L.E.A.S.E. strategy.  
Materials:

· VCR

· Write, P.L.E.A.S.E. strategy video tape   

· Teacher support materials
P.L.E.A.S.E. Strategy:
· P:  Pick
· Students are taught how to pick their topic, pick their audience, and pick the appropriate textual format given the topic, purpose, and audience. 

· L:  List
· Students are taught various techniques of listing information about the topic to be used in sentence generation, ongoing evaluation, and organizational planning.

· E:  Evaluate
· Students are initially taught to evaluate their list to determine if it is complete and then plan the best way of organizing or sequencing the ideas that will be used to generate supporting sentences.
· A:  Activate
· Activate the paragraph with a short and simple declarative topic sentence.
· S:  Supply
· Aids students in extrapolating stuff from their list of generated ideas to supply supporting sentences.  

· Students assimilate and master skills allowing them to initially write a single sentence based on an item taken from their list.  
· E:  End
· End with concluding sentence and evaluate.

· Students are taught how to rephrase their topic sentence by using synonyms to generate a conclusion sentence.  

· Also gives students the opportunity to evaluate their written work using the C.O.P.S. proofing strategy (capitalization, overall appearance, punctuation, and spelling).
Steps in Implementing:
· Write, P.L.E.A.S.E.
· Step Zero:  Non-judgmental collaborative communication process in which specialists and classroom teachers collaboratively assess students’ current level of ability using strategic written expression skills.
· Video instructs teachers how to obtain student writing samples for an informal assessment of student ability.
· First, student compositions are examined to determine if three basic components of a paragraph exist: topic sentence, a minimum of three supporting detail sentences, and a concluding sentence.
· A dichotomous scoring procedure is used giving one point for each of the basic components that are present.
· The writing samples are then assessed to determine if the sentences are grammatically correct.
· One point is given for each sentence that exhibits correct grammatical form, and a zero is given for incomplete sentences.
· Teachers finally collaboratively determine if each of the three basic components of the paragraph are adequately functional.
· Students view 7 video segments
· The first is 20 minutes long and introduces the need for efficient written expression skills to the students and introduces the P.L.E.A.S.E. strategy.
· The other 6 videos are about 8 minutes in length.  They introduce each subsequent step of the strategy through high-interest scenarios at various non academic settings.
Results:

· Effective in developing the written expression of inefficient learners participating in this investigation.
· Students receiving strategic intervention produced better-organized paragraphs in terms of form and function than students receiving traditional grammar-based language arts instruction.  
· Both teachers participating in the study informally reported that they detected a marked change in attitude on the part of students.  
