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Clustering
Description:  This study explores four different effective writing strategies with four fifth grade public classrooms.  The four strategies are: drawing, thinking, freewriting, and clustering. Each class is given a specific strategy. One classroom is given the strategy of drawing a picture before writing their compositions. Another classroom is given the strategy of think timers, where students are asked to think for a certain amount of time before writing. The third class asks students to free write and produce a draft by writing continuously, as fast as they can, before producing a final draft. The last classroom is asked to cluster and select keywords or phrases to represent their topics before writing.  This study found that when the essays are compared there is a significant effect on students who free write and clustered as compared to the other two strategies. 

Preparation:
Teachers select a writing topic that is appropriate for grade level

Teachers understand the clustering, prewriting process and explain the procedure to students

Materials: 
Extra blank paper for cluster writing

Writing materials
Steps: 
1. After a writing assignment has been given, students choose a word or topic that is the central idea 
2. Students place that word or a few words in the center of the page and draw a circle around it

3. After looking at the word in the center of the page, whatever idea comes to the student’s mind is written down immediately close to the circle and connected by an arrow or a line. If that word or image leads to another idea, they write it down and connect it with a line or arrow. That idea may (and probably will) lead to yet another idea, word or image, so put it is included, too. 
4. When students feel they have thought of as much as they can on that strand, they should reflect back on the central word in the middle of the page and start another strand or idea. 

5. After students think of as many ideas as they can they stop clustering.

6. Students then pull out writing paper and try to connect the words in a paragraph or page (depending on grade level). Students should glance back to cluster page for reflection and the associations between each words. 

Variations:
Teachers can use this strategy as a whole class activity using butcher paper taped on the wall or on the board. Students can then individually write while using the whole class clustering ideas. 
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Example from:  Diana Browning Wright, Teaching & Learning, 2003. 
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