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Description:


The article discusses a study that examined the effects of a voluntary reading intervention on the reading activities of 331 children in Grades 1-5.  Pre-tests of reading achievement were given to all of the students before leaving for summer vacation as well as a reading preference survey.  10 books were mailed to the homes of the students’ over the summer to the treatment group and post-tests were performed upon return to school. 10 books were mailed to the control group in the fall after they completed the post test.  
Three questions were answered:  

1. Does this intervention increase voluntary reading of books and literacy activities during summer vacation?

2. Did the intervention improve reading achievement

3.  Did the intervention increase access to books for low-income children?
Materials:
Reading assessments:  SAT 10, ERAS, 

Post cards, stamps
Parent permission 

Scholastic reading books that accommodates the wide range of reading levels and interests of the children

Encouraging letters from teachers
Preparation:

· Parent permission needs to be obtained

· Pre tests needs to be given to children participating in the study that addresses the child’s independent reading level

· Reading surveys need to be administered

· Explanation presented to children prior to leaving for summer vacation

Steps in Implementation:

1. Children in Grades 1-5 were given the SAT 10 reading test and were assigned a Lexile range for their reading level

2. Children in Grades 1-5 were given the ERAS
3. Students were explained the goals of the study and how to respond to the post card received in the mail asking them about their books.
4. The control and the treatment group were identified.

5. Data from the SAT 10 was used to match books to the children’s reading levels and the ERAS was used to match books to the children’s preferences.

6. Books in the Scholastic collected were assigned a Lexile range.

7. Books were matched to the student and send out accordingly along with encouraging letters from their teachers.

8. Post cards were mailed after each book was received.

9. Post tests were of the SAT 10 and ERAS were administered in the fall when students returned.

Results:

1. The treatment group reported reading more books during the summer than the control group.  They read three more books on average than did the control group. 

2. There was no statistical significance found with the pre and post test data.

3. The intervention did not show to increase access to books for low income children compared to middle income children.
