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Cooperative Learning
Description:  This technique for improving academic performance has been shown to be effective with students in general and special education programs.  It is based on the concept that when children work cooperatively, they develop an understanding of the collective purpose of the group and the need to help and support each other's learning.  It is also used as a strategy to promote inclusion and social acceptance of children with disabilities by their nondisabled peers.

Materials:  

· Blank class summary sheet
Preparation:  
· The teacher should be trained in teaching small group and interpersonal behaviors and skills for promoting group cooperation
Steps in Implementing this Intervention:

Step 1:  First training session - teacher introduces small group behaviors:

· Breaking an activity into smaller parts, with group members accepting responsibility for completing their parts

· Encouraging group involvement by asking students to identify nonverbal and verbal behaviors such as:  eye contact, body position, verbal encouragements, and positive comments about another person's work

· Sharing resources and information

Each behavior is discussed with the class and the teacher lists them on the class summary sheet. 

Step 2:  Second training session - teacher introduces interpersonal skills needed for successful group cooperation:

· Listening to each other - e.g., look at the speaker, and say "Yes, I see"

· Providing constructive feedback on ideas and issues discussed

· Sharing tasks fairly

· Resolving differences democratically and fairly - e.g., look at the speaker, and say "You're saying...but I think it should be...How can we work it out?"

· Trying to understand the other person's point of view (perspective)

Each behavior is discussed with the class in terms of identifying "looks like behavior" and "sounds like behavior" for each component, and listed on the class summary sheet.
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