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Cooperative Learning: A jigsaw-group approach

Description: This intervention involves a jigsaw-group mastery learning approach. Each student in the jigsaw group is expected to make an individual contribution to the learning process by instructing the group in an assigned section of the learning material. Students from different groups that are responsible for the same material meet first to discuss, learn, and prepare their section. Then, these students return to their assigned groups and present the information from their assigned section of the learning material to their jigsaw group.

Preparation:

· Teacher should be trained in the use of the cooperative method.

· Material to be learned should be divided into sections equal to the number of students in each group.

Steps in Implementing this Intervention:

Step 1:  Divide students into jigsaw groups.

Step 2:  Assign each student within a group a different section of the learning material.

Step 3:  Students assigned similar sections across groups meet in order to read, investigate, and learn their assigned learning material. Then, these counterpart groups prepare for teaching their peers in their jigsaw group.

Step 4:  Students rejoin their original jigsaw groups. Each student teaches his/her section of the learning material to the group. Students should be instructed to discuss and clarify concepts that are presented in their jigsaw groups.

Tips:

· Learning games and activities can be used within the groups in the beginning stages to foster cooperation.
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