Cultivation and Spreading of plants

Ethanobotany: A branch of botany that deals with studying the plant use of primitive and aboriginal people. Ethanobotany is one end of continuum involving development of plant resources.

We have eight center of origin of agriculture. However, now almost every county grows crops. Therefore agriculture has spread from these centers to other places. Things one should consider before transferring plants from one place to another.

· Environmental conditions: Compatibility of the plant with the new environment

· Climate: Temperate/tropical/desert…

· Photoperiodism: Photoperiodism is dependence of a plant on length of day and night for producing flowers. Usually have critical periods. 
· Short-day plants: Flowers if exposed to less than critical period

· Long-day plants: Flowers if exposed to more than critical period of light

· Day neutrals: Length of day and night has no effect

· Sex of the plant: If flower is incomplete (only one functional sex organ) and is dioecious, one should make sure to bring both male and female plants.
· Biota: Effect of other organisms in the community.

· Pollinators: important for transferring pollen of one plant to another in cross-pollinating varieties

· Pests: susceptibility to pests in new areas. May not have immunity. Ex. Chestnut blight

· Alien species: Interaction between the plants transferred and alien animal and plant species.

· Invasiveness: With natural pathogens and predators, new plants can invade and choke native plants. Ex. Kudzu, japanese honeysuckle

· Legislation: CITES (Convention of International trades of endangered species0

